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Grain Sales: Plan your timing

Green Farm Seeds
With estimates from NFU and AHDB that only half the 
usual acreage of winter crops had been sown by the end of 
2019 in Central England, there is growing evidence of 
increased demand for Spring seed as we get into the New 
Year.

Maize growers looking for a good value early variety 
which will perform well in a range of farm situations 
would be advised to consider KWS Edgard (FAO 170), 
according to Mark Davies of Green Farm Seeds. 
Consistency of performance is always a top priority and 
KWS Edgard has been a firm favourite with farmers.

“KWS Edgard has all of the features required to produce a 
maize silage that scores well for both quantity and 
quality,” says Mr Davies. “Its key qualities include its 
extremely robust early vigour across all soil types and 
excellent disease resistance. In addition, it has an excellent 
starch figure of 34.3% due to its 12-14 kernel rings, along 
with an average ME of 11.36.”

The variety scores 106% for dry matter yield and the 
hybrid is renowned for its full cob sheath coverage. It 
shows good all-round disease tolerance, with particular 
resistance to eyespot and fusarium. The loss of Mesurol 
and Thiram seed treatments means that some 2020 crops 
may be vulnerable to bird damage. However, KWS Edgard 
seed comes treated with Korit as standard and therefore 
contains the alternative active Ziram as a bird repellency, 
plus Redigo M fungicide.
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Richard Carlisle is responsible for developing procurement business for Cefetra in the Berkshire, Wiltshire, 
Gloucestershire and Oxfordshire regions. Cefetra began a UK grain trading network with the acquisition of Wessex 
Grain, and the opening of offices in Stoke Ferry (Norfolk), Chilton (Suffolk) & York. We are part of the BayWa group, 
one of the top 10 global agricultural trading companies. We supply animal feed raw materials to the Animal Compound 
feed trade throughout the UK & Ireland, managing over 550 lorry loads per day and over 370 vessels per year across 
all key ports in the UK. Cefetra is a strong independent alternative partner with a co-operative ethos, working with 
customers (processors & farmers) on a long-term partnership basis, producing a strong mutually trusting relationship.

Richard writes “As you will all know only too well, this is going to be a very challenging year, and we as the “Grain 
Trade”, must be sympathetic to your needs and requirements for the year ahead. It is a year when we must all work 
together, and for our part, Cefetra will advise our customers on the markets as we see them, giving relevant and poignant 
information, enabling you to hopefully make informed marketing decisions.”  

• Drilling – As an average across the UK, it is 
suggested that 30-50 % has been drilled with winter 
crops. Those who have managed to drill are facing 
many issues such as slugs, no pre-mergence sprays 
(therefore increase in blackgrass), roots in standing 
water, poor nutrient uptake etc.. We really need 2-
3 weeks good drying weather. A great alternative 
to Spring Barley is Triticale, a low input crop that 
will grow in poorer soils and out yield spring 
wheat.

• The Market – Old crop prices remain firm, £150 
plus feed wheat, depending on location for Jan/Feb 
2020.  Barley is under a little pressure with the 
pending spring barley plantings. Prices are 
approximately £125 for Feb 2020

- Premiums for Malting Barley are minimal 
for both old crop and new crop, with such 
large spring barley planting likely to 
happen.

- Milling Wheat pricing is holding up and 
has increased considerably over the last 2-
3 month. £170 must be the target price for 
group 1s

- OSR – this market is doing very little, as it 
has been for the last 2-3 months.

To find out more, contact Richard Carlisle on 
07712 325197, carlisle@cefetra.co.uk

Article by Cefetra

Cefetra: Market Update

“Our customers order KWS Edgard year-on-
year and that gives an indication of its positive 
attributes and solid performance in a range of 
growing conditions,” adds Mr Davies. “We also 
like to stock the variety because KWS is one of 
Europe’s leading maize breeders and produces 
varieties specifically to suit the UK growing 
climate.”

To find out more contact Mark Davies at our 
office on:
Email: info@greenfarmseeds.com
Tel: 01531 822833

Article by Green Farm Seeds
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New Member Referral Scheme

Straights Feed Update
Several members like to keep an eye on how the straights markets 
are performing. To that end, a weekly update is sent via email 
every Tuesday to Members using straights feeds, with guide 
prices for all main feed commodities. The weekly update tracks 
price and currency changes to provide you with information and 
updates on market changes. If you would like to receive this 
information please contact Joe who will add you to the 
distribution list.

Joe Cobb
Feed & Livestock Manager
01865 393 139

Compound Feed
Tender invitations have been sent to all the Group’s compound feed suppliers for the 2020 – 2021 compound year 
(September 20 – August 21). The Feed & Livestock committee will assess all submitted tenders and Members will be 
notified as to which supplier(s) will supply the Group in April.

Game Feed
Similarly, suppliers have been invited to submit tenders for the Group’s 2020 game feed business and further details 
will be published by email and in March’s newsletter.
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Members Section

Supplier Update
The Lime Company
Elice Willett writes “As you may already be 
aware, Mike Souch sadly lost his battle with 
cancer at the end of October.

I have worked with Mike since 2014 and in that 
time, he not only shared his technical and practical 
knowledge with me, but also his values.”

Elice goes onto say that she will continue to 
provide the same reliable and trustworthy service, 
from soil testing through to supply and spreading 
of lime and other products. Elice can be contacted 
on 07792 133094 or
elice.willett@dallaskeith.co.uk

Hucthinsons Early Order Scheme
Hutchinsons are offering 2 early order schemes
(new season 2020 prices apply):

1 IBC’s delivery Jan/Feb payment July
2 Nematicides delivery Jan/Feb 

payment May

To find out more, contact Shelly Dancey in the
Orion office on 01865 393 135

Feed & Livestock Section

Kero Price in Jan 2020 remains below Dec 2019 average

Referral resulting in 
New Member =
3 months free 
Membership 

Subscription &
Free Orion Farming 

Group Gilet

To continue efforts to secure the best deals from Suppliers for Members, Orion are focussing on growing our Member 
base during 2020. Recommendation from existing Members is without question the best way to grow our Cooperative 
and we are seeking to incentive existing Members to recommend or refer friends, neighbouring colleagues or contacts,
to Orion. Please get in touch with John Norton via the Orion office with any Referral details, on 01865 390011 and 
claim your gilet and discount!

Fuel Section

Kero orders remain robust at Orion as 
expected at this time of the year. Jan 2020 
prices to date (up to 27 Jan) have 
averaged below Dec 2019 and prices have 
remained in a relatively narrow band since 
Jan 2019. Kero prices broadly follow crude 
oil prices (as per the chart), with the big 
jump in both during 2017 and 2018 resulting 
from global growth significantly stepping up 
versus 2016. Looking ahead to 2020 global 
growth is again forecast to increase 
significantly from 2019….but then again 
when are economist forecasts ever correct?

Daily and weekly price data will be available 
in the Weekly Fuel Update.

Jill Hickman
Fuels, Lubricants & Additives Manager
01865 393 134
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Grain Sales: Plan your timing

Green Farm Seeds
With estimates from NFU and AHDB that only half the 
usual acreage of winter crops had been sown by the end of 
2019 in Central England, there is growing evidence of 
increased demand for Spring seed as we get into the New 
Year.

Maize growers looking for a good value early variety 
which will perform well in a range of farm situations 
would be advised to consider KWS Edgard (FAO 170), 
according to Mark Davies of Green Farm Seeds. 
Consistency of performance is always a top priority and 
KWS Edgard has been a firm favourite with farmers.

“KWS Edgard has all of the features required to produce a 
maize silage that scores well for both quantity and 
quality,” says Mr Davies. “Its key qualities include its 
extremely robust early vigour across all soil types and 
excellent disease resistance. In addition, it has an excellent 
starch figure of 34.3% due to its 12-14 kernel rings, along 
with an average ME of 11.36.”

The variety scores 106% for dry matter yield and the 
hybrid is renowned for its full cob sheath coverage. It 
shows good all-round disease tolerance, with particular 
resistance to eyespot and fusarium. The loss of Mesurol 
and Thiram seed treatments means that some 2020 crops 
may be vulnerable to bird damage. However, KWS Edgard 
seed comes treated with Korit as standard and therefore 
contains the alternative active Ziram as a bird repellency, 
plus Redigo M fungicide.
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Richard writes “As you will all know only too well, this is going to be a very challenging year, and we as the “Grain 
Trade”, must be sympathetic to your needs and requirements for the year ahead. It is a year when we must all work 
together, and for our part, Cefetra will advise our customers on the markets as we see them, giving relevant and poignant 
information, enabling you to hopefully make informed marketing decisions.”  
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Consistency of performance is always a top priority and 
KWS Edgard has been a firm favourite with farmers.

“KWS Edgard has all of the features required to produce a 
maize silage that scores well for both quantity and 
quality,” says Mr Davies. “Its key qualities include its 
extremely robust early vigour across all soil types and 
excellent disease resistance. In addition, it has an excellent 
starch figure of 34.3% due to its 12-14 kernel rings, along 
with an average ME of 11.36.”

The variety scores 106% for dry matter yield and the 
hybrid is renowned for its full cob sheath coverage. It 
shows good all-round disease tolerance, with particular 
resistance to eyespot and fusarium. The loss of Mesurol 
and Thiram seed treatments means that some 2020 crops 
may be vulnerable to bird damage. However, KWS Edgard 
seed comes treated with Korit as standard and therefore 
contains the alternative active Ziram as a bird repellency, 
plus Redigo M fungicide.
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Richard Carlisle is responsible for developing procurement business for Cefetra in the Berkshire, Wiltshire, 
Gloucestershire and Oxfordshire regions. Cefetra began a UK grain trading network with the acquisition of Wessex 
Grain, and the opening of offices in Stoke Ferry (Norfolk), Chilton (Suffolk) & York. We are part of the BayWa group, 
one of the top 10 global agricultural trading companies. We supply animal feed raw materials to the Animal Compound 
feed trade throughout the UK & Ireland, managing over 550 lorry loads per day and over 370 vessels per year across 
all key ports in the UK. Cefetra is a strong independent alternative partner with a co-operative ethos, working with 
customers (processors & farmers) on a long-term partnership basis, producing a strong mutually trusting relationship.

Richard writes “As you will all know only too well, this is going to be a very challenging year, and we as the “Grain 
Trade”, must be sympathetic to your needs and requirements for the year ahead. It is a year when we must all work 
together, and for our part, Cefetra will advise our customers on the markets as we see them, giving relevant and poignant 
information, enabling you to hopefully make informed marketing decisions.”  

• Drilling – As an average across the UK, it is 
suggested that 30-50 % has been drilled with winter 
crops. Those who have managed to drill are facing 
many issues such as slugs, no pre-mergence sprays 
(therefore increase in blackgrass), roots in standing 
water, poor nutrient uptake etc.. We really need 2-
3 weeks good drying weather. A great alternative 
to Spring Barley is Triticale, a low input crop that 
will grow in poorer soils and out yield spring 
wheat.

• The Market – Old crop prices remain firm, £150 
plus feed wheat, depending on location for Jan/Feb 
2020.  Barley is under a little pressure with the 
pending spring barley plantings. Prices are 
approximately £125 for Feb 2020

- Premiums for Malting Barley are minimal 
for both old crop and new crop, with such 
large spring barley planting likely to 
happen.

- Milling Wheat pricing is holding up and 
has increased considerably over the last 2-
3 month. £170 must be the target price for 
group 1s

- OSR – this market is doing very little, as it 
has been for the last 2-3 months.

To find out more, contact Richard Carlisle on 
07712 325197, carlisle@cefetra.co.uk

Article by Cefetra

Cefetra: Market Update

“Our customers order KWS Edgard year-on-
year and that gives an indication of its positive 
attributes and solid performance in a range of 
growing conditions,” adds Mr Davies. “We also 
like to stock the variety because KWS is one of 
Europe’s leading maize breeders and produces 
varieties specifically to suit the UK growing 
climate.”

To find out more contact Mark Davies at our 
office on:
Email: info@greenfarmseeds.com
Tel: 01531 822833
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