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Put a date in your diary for Orion’s November event, which is being jointly hosted 
with the ‘UK Farmer Discussion Network’ – come and join us at Millets Farm 
Conference Centre on 19th November 2019, to find out more about farming insects for 
the food industry. We’ll be welcoming Members and their guests at 10.30am, with a 
cup of tea or coffee, followed by introductions. 

Our first speaker Adam Banks, from the Nuffield Farming Scholarships Trust, will be 
speaking about ‘Insects as Food: Opportunities and challenges to farming insects for 
human consumption in the UK’ – we’re looking forward to finding out more about 
edible insects and how they may become more common place in our food in future!  
Breaking for lunch (insect free this time!), everyone will have a chance to catch up 
with old faces and new, and have a chat with guest speakers and representatives from 
Orion and the UK Farmer Discussion Network.

In the afternoon, we’re planning to include demonstrations on robotic technologies, 
with a presentation from County Insurance Services Ltd on the insurance/legalities 
related to operating drones. Closing the event will be Kate Hind, from the UK Farmer 
Group Discussion Network, talking about their work with farming discussion groups 
across the UK – promoting open discussion within and between grass-roots local 
farming groups, to enable farmers to debate and consider the big topics such as Brexit, 
future grants, food supply chain, public education, new technologies and much more. 

Plans are in place for an interesting event, and we’d love to see you there! Further 
details will follow in our November newsletter, together with invitations. (Tickets will 
be free and Members can bring along a guest – starting at 10.30am and finishing at 
3pm – Numbers strictly limited).
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Farm XS ask their members to separate their plastic by 
type and to put it in dumpy bags.  The bags can either be 
delivered to your local site without an additional charge 
or, for a fee, collected.  Once at the local site Farm XS 
own a lorry mounted industrial waste baler that circulates 
around the centres.  After baling the plastic is passed on 
with over 98% of the material that comes into Farm XS 
being recycled.

Farm XS covers most of England.  To identify the site 
nearest you go to www.farmxs.com.  

Orion Farming Group members receive a discount on 
membership fees which can be obtained, together with 
answers to any questions, by ringing Farm XS on  
01793 842062.

Recycling business expands as others falter

Insects as Food! Find out more at Orion’s 
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Article by: Farm XS

Over the past 12 months life has been quite tough 
for a number of businesses collecting plastic such 
as fertiliser bags, spray cans, baler twine and silage 
wrap for recycling from farmers. The upshot has 
been that a number of plastic collectors have gone 
out of business reducing the choice available to 
farmers.

Farm XS founded back in 2005, is still going  
and growing. Mark Webb, Director and co-owner, 
says ‘China closing its borders to plastic for  
recycling in the middle of 2018 had a knock on 
effect for us and our competitors. Most collection 
businesses were unable to move any bales of plastic 
into the recycling chain for almost 12 months.  
That was a challenge but we have now largely 
cleared the backlog.’

Farm XS survived because of its business model 
that utilises about 3 dozen diverse collection sites. 
Plastic was accepted onto most of their sites 
throughout the shutdown and membership has 
grown. 

‘Obviously the loss of some competitors has helped 
us but we’ve only been able to capitalise on that 
because we deal with plastic on a practical basis 
and because my individual collectors and my office 
team try very hard to give a user-friendly and 
straightforward service’ says Mark.
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New Supplier to Orion
Agri-Linc
Lincolnshire based supplier offering a wide range of Agricultural 
Machinery, Parts and Equipment – including: New & Used Agricultural 
Machinery, Handling Attachments, Wearing Parts, Haulage & Lifting 
Equipment, and Workshop & Yard Equipment. For further details about 
products and services please call: Agri-Linc sales team on 01778 591225 
or email sales@agri-linc.com.

Joris Ide – Steel roof & 
wall cladding (& buildings)
Recently meeting with Ryan Molloy, Area Sales 
Manager for Joris Ide, Orion are pleased to let 
Members know that you can contact Ryan with 
any enquiries about steel roof and wall cladding 
for new and renovated buildings. 

If you’re updating an existing building, or starting 
from scratch with a new build, Joris Ide will be 
happy to provide product information and support. 

Their range of products include: roof & wall 
profiles, roof tiles (including terracotta style), liner 
profiles, built-up systems for roof and wall, and 
composite panels, plus all the accessories. 

Joris Ide are happy to help with any size project, 
orders can be for small quantities, or full buildings. 
Kit buildings, with galvanized profiles and pre-
drilled for assembly, are also available.

For further details, please contact: Ryan Molloy 
at Joris Ide – Mobile 07875 80 94 68.

Hawkins Steel Limited
IMPORTANT NOTICE: 
There is no longer an Orion account in place with Hawkins Steel Limited.
Any Members buying product from Hawkins Steel are now required to pay 
at the time of ordering, either by debit/credit card or bank transfer. Hawkins 
Steel have let us know these changes have been made to streamline their
administration processes, due to the time and cost to them for administering 
small credit accounts. Please accept our apologies for the inconvenience this 
causes to Members affected by this change.

Reminder Round Up
Just a few things to bear in mind when planning your requirements.

Group prices have been received for the Orion spec minerals for Q4 
(1st Oct – 31st Dec) and members have been informed in a separate email 
as to which is the most competitive supplier. Don’t forget that mineral 
suppliers can change from quarter to quarter, so in order to purchase your 
minerals with the most competitive supplier, please contact Joe, who will 
place the order on your behalf.

Molasses prices will increase this month if they haven’t done so already, 
but the Group is in the fortunate position of having prices for the molasses 
range fixed until April 2020, so in all likelihood there will be a saving 
to be made by purchasing your molasses through the office.

For the past 3 months, the Group have had special prices on a selection of 
calf milk powders. This will finish at the end of this month, so if you think 
you will be using more going into November; it would be worth placing an 
order this month to take advantage of this offer before any price increase. 

Prices for sugar beet pellets and pressed pulp have been received and are 
held here at the office.
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Members Section

Quick Updates
Screwfix
Trade UK cards
Please bear in mind that Trade 
UK cards will lapse if they 
haven’t been used for a period 
of 6 months. Call the Orion 
office to re-activate your card, 
ahead of your visit to the 
Screwfix store. (Orion office –
01865 390 011). Please note 
free next day delivery is 
available on orders over £50.

Putting your heating on?
Check your Kerosene tanks and 
send orders to the office asap!

Feed & Livestock Section

Chemical Section

Revocation of Chlorothalonil: 
20th November 2019 -
For sale & distribution.

20th May 2020 -
For the disposal, storage & use of existing stocks.

Please place orders for next season 2020 asap with the 
Orion Office. Please state if you require BRAVO only, 
ROVER only or ANY Chlorothalonil.

Avadex Excel
Members are encouraged to plan ahead and place 
orders for requirement.

Shelley Dancy, Chemicals
01865 393 135

If you require any further 
information on any of the products 
mentioned or would like to place 
an order, please contact Joe in the 
office.

Joe Cobb
Feed & Livestock Manager
01865 393 139
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or, for a fee, collected.  Once at the local site Farm XS 
own a lorry mounted industrial waste baler that circulates 
around the centres.  After baling the plastic is passed on 
with over 98% of the material that comes into Farm XS 
being recycled.

Farm XS covers most of England.  To identify the site 
nearest you go to www.farmxs.com.  

Orion Farming Group members receive a discount on 
membership fees which can be obtained, together with 
answers to any questions, by ringing Farm XS on  
01793 842062.

Recycling business expands as others falter

Insects as Food! Find out more at Orion’s 
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Over the past 12 months life has been quite tough 
for a number of businesses collecting plastic such 
as fertiliser bags, spray cans, baler twine and silage 
wrap for recycling from farmers. The upshot has 
been that a number of plastic collectors have gone 
out of business reducing the choice available to 
farmers.

Farm XS founded back in 2005, is still going  
and growing. Mark Webb, Director and co-owner, 
says ‘China closing its borders to plastic for  
recycling in the middle of 2018 had a knock on 
effect for us and our competitors. Most collection 
businesses were unable to move any bales of plastic 
into the recycling chain for almost 12 months.  
That was a challenge but we have now largely 
cleared the backlog.’

Farm XS survived because of its business model 
that utilises about 3 dozen diverse collection sites. 
Plastic was accepted onto most of their sites 
throughout the shutdown and membership has 
grown. 

‘Obviously the loss of some competitors has helped 
us but we’ve only been able to capitalise on that 
because we deal with plastic on a practical basis 
and because my individual collectors and my office 
team try very hard to give a user-friendly and 
straightforward service’ says Mark.

October 2019
Put a date in your diary for Orion’s November event, which is being jointly hosted 
with the ‘UK Farmer Discussion Network’ – come and join us at Millets Farm 
Conference Centre on 19th November 2019, to find out more about farming insects for 
the food industry. We’ll be welcoming Members and their guests at 10.30am, with a 
cup of tea or coffee, followed by introductions. 

Our first speaker Adam Banks, from the Nuffield Farming Scholarships Trust, will be 
speaking about ‘Insects as Food: Opportunities and challenges to farming insects for 
human consumption in the UK’ – we’re looking forward to finding out more about 
edible insects and how they may become more common place in our food in future!  
Breaking for lunch (insect free this time!), everyone will have a chance to catch up 
with old faces and new, and have a chat with guest speakers and representatives from 
Orion and the UK Farmer Discussion Network.

In the afternoon, we’re planning to include demonstrations on robotic technologies, 
with a presentation from County Insurance Services Ltd on the insurance/legalities 
related to operating drones. Closing the event will be Kate Hind, from the UK Farmer 
Group Discussion Network, talking about their work with farming discussion groups 
across the UK – promoting open discussion within and between grass-roots local 
farming groups, to enable farmers to debate and consider the big topics such as Brexit, 
future grants, food supply chain, public education, new technologies and much more. 

Plans are in place for an interesting event, and we’d love to see you there! Further 
details will follow in our November newsletter, together with invitations. (Tickets will 
be free and Members can bring along a guest – starting at 10.30am and finishing at 
3pm – Numbers strictly limited).
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