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Article by: Orion Farming Group 

Will the change in how VAT returns are 
submitted affect your business? 
In less than 6 months all businesses with a 
turnover in excess of £85,000 will need to keep  
an electronic record of all business transactions  
on HMRC-approved record-keeping software. 

To help Orion Members get to grips with these 
changes Orion are co-hosting an event with 
Farmplan (UK supplier of farm business 
management software). 

Orion Members are invited to join Orion and 
Farmplan on Wednesday 14th November 2018  
at Millets Farm Centre, Frilford, OX13 5HB. 

The morning event will start at 9am with hot 
bacon rolls and a cup of tea or coffee. Giving 
everyone a chance to have a chat and catch up, 
before sitting down for presentations of 
information relating to the upcoming HMRC 
requirements for submitting VAT returns that  
will take effect from April 2019. 

Ashley Poyton from Nockels Gee Accountants  
will provide an introduction to Making Tax 
Digital, followed by a presentation from 
Farmplan on software solutions for managing  
the change being introduced by HMRC.  

County Insurance Services, Oliver Burns, will  
be talking about the latest ways of tackling  
cyber-crime, a problem faced by all using the 
internet for banking and business transactions. 
 

To close John Norton will speak about the Orion Farming 
Group and benefits of group buying. Invitations have been 
extended to clients of the companies providing 
presentations and it will be a great opportunity to meet 
others from outside Orion, and a chance to let others know 
how Orion are helping Members save money on their 
inputs, and save time processing supplier paperwork. 

There will be a Q&A session after each presentation, so 
have a think and come along with the questions that are 
giving you concern – with accountancy, software, 
insurance and group buying experience in the room, we 
hope we’ll be able to provide valuable support at this time 
of change. 

In addition to free refreshments and breakfast, all 
attendees will be entered into the County Insurance 
Services prize draw for an Amazon Echo Smart Speaker. 
Members are welcome to bring guests and to book your place/s 
please contact John Norton ASAP on 01865 393 131.  
(John Norton’s email 16th October refers to booking deadline 
of 7th November, but please call John ASAP to confirm late 
bookings – deadline extended to 9th November). 
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News release from StowAg (abbreviated content) 

Cotswolds-based agriculture supplier, StowAg, opened its doors on Friday 5th October 2018 to 250 local 
farmers to host an information-packed Cattle Winter Housing Event. The event provided practical, expert 
advice from the industry’s leading suppliers in addition to live demonstrations and product display. 

Presentations and information provided included: 

Availability of Trace Minerals  
Laura Drury MSc BSc, Rumenco Technical Advisor, highlighted the ‘disproportionate’ role that trace minerals 
play. Accounting for just 5% of the total ration these nutrients play vital roles within the body. 

Fluke Control 
Matt Swanborough BVSc MRCVS, Southern GB Veterinary Advisor for Norbrook, detailed the complex  
life cycle of the liver fluke along with its detrimental effects within an individual and herds. 

Feed Nutrition 
Paul Mardell, Ruminant Technical Manager for GLW Feeds, introduced their high quality ruminant, poultry, 
pig & game feeds. Ruminant nutrition accounts for the larger proportion of the feeds they produce. 

Scour Prevention 
Steph Small, Ruminant Veterinary Advisor for MSD, provided essential guidance on the multi-factorial problem 
of calf scour in the UK. A widespread and largely underreported problem. 

TB Prevention 
Simon Smith from the TB Advisory Service provided practical guidance on reducing the risk of  
tuberculosis (TB). This free service, provided by DEFRA is available in both high and edge risk areas  
and provides bespoke guidance to farmers and landowners. 

Bolus Application 
Kathryn Walker, Animax Territory Manager, provided guidance on trace element supplementation of the 
suckler cow, examining the role of copper, cobalt iodine & selenium and their importance for health, 
production and fertility. Symptoms of deficiency were highlighted in association with each trace element. 

Handling Demonstrations 
A representative from Ritchie provided a live demonstration of their Continental Cattle Handling Crate.  
With a fully automated yoke and an auto reset facility, it is easily adjustable for different neck widths. 

For further information on the event, or for more information about StowAg please contact:  
Ashley Nichols, StowAg General Manager on 07848 454 343, or Simon Messenger, StowAg Field rep  
on 07741 553 065. 

Making Tax Digital 

Orion Farming Group is pleased to invite you to a joint event, held in conjunction with Farmplan  
on Wednesday 14th November 2018 (9am-11am) at Millets Farm Centre, Frilford, OX13 5HB. 
Orion Members are able to bring a guest, and to book places please contact John Norton in the 
Orion office on 01865 393 131. (***booking deadline extended to 9th November 2018***) 
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Wormers 
Prices for wormers, vaccines, 
boluses and fly control products are 
held at the office. These prices are 
updated regularly and should you 
wish to know which supplier is the 
most competitive for a particular 
product, please contact Joe in the 
office (01865 393 139). At certain 
critical times of the year, such as 
turn out, fly control and housing, 
suppliers often have special 
promotions they can offer, so it’s 
always worth checking to ensure 
you take full advantage of any deal. 
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Members Section 

Quick Updates 
Switch to paperless billing 
We would like to remind Members of 
the opportunity to ‘opt out’ of receiving 
the paper account via post, in favour of 
using the electronic option. Members 
who choose to opt out of paper accounts 
will benefit from a discounted 
membership fee in reflection of the 
postage and time saving that will benefit 
the Group.  
Please refer to the letter/form enclosed 
with this month’s account. 

Feed & Livestock 

New Supplier to Orion 
Muddy Boots Software 
Supplying software to enable growers and agronomists to manage their 
farms out in the field, with the aim of improving quality, driving efficiency 
and mitigating risks. Using Cloud infrastructure, Muddy Boots software 
allows data to pass up and down supply chains, enabling customers to 
view, manage and report on the quality, traceability and compliance of 
products and suppliers. A special rate is being offered to Orion Members 
on the crop recording software ‘Greenlight Grower Management’  
(which replaces the legacy CropWalker platform), for the Standard, Pro, 
Enterprise & Premium rates, plus a free 30 day trial with no obligation. 
For further details please contact:  
Tony Langman, Account Manager for Farm Services  
Call: 01989 780 540 or Email: tony.langman@muddyboots.com 
 

Pearce Energy 
Independent fuel supplier based at Rosedown Farm near Sherborne, 
supplying domestic, agricultural and commercial fuels & lubricants 
throughout the South West for over 10 years. Part of the Pearce Seeds 
Group (a family run business), with a small team of 4 (Sales Manager plus 
3 Sales Representatives).  
Please call Kate in the Orion office for further details or to place orders: 
Kate Gee - 01865 393 134 (email: kate@ofg.org.uk) 

Straights Feed Update 
With the extreme summer weather conditions the country has experienced 
this year, resulting in reduced yields coupled to what is happening both 
economically and politically, on the global front, several members like to 
keep an eye on how the straights markets are performing. To that end, a 
weekly update is sent via email every Tuesday to Members using straights 
feeds. With price guides for all main feed commodities, it tracks price and 
currency changes to provide you with information and updates on market 
changes. If you would like to receive this information please contact Joe 
who will add you to the distribution list. 
 

Next Generation Foliar NPK 
Crop Rooter Plus is a new product from  
Ilex-Envirosciences this autumn, mainly for the 
cereal market growth stage 18, 30th October to 
April for Winter Wheat and Winter Barley, and  
April onwards for spring drilled crops. 

The product is a Foliar Potassium Phosphite 
containing Nitrogen, Phosphate and 19 Amino 
Acids (all plant based).  

Application rates are 0.75 to 1.50lts/ha and is 
compatible with all autumn fungicides and trace 
elements.  

Pack size is 10 litre bottle (boxed as 2 x 10 litre) 
or 1000 litre (IBC).  

Please contact Shelley in the Orion office for 
details of prices, or further product details. 

Shelley Dancy 
Chemical Manager 
01865 393 135  

Chemical Section 

Forward planning 
Whilst there’s still 6 weeks to go until Christmas, it’s a good idea to start 
giving some thought to your feed requirements, straights, compound feed, 
feed supplements, minerals, molasses & milk powder over the festive period. 
Should there be a period of severe weather in the lead up to Christmas, this 
could potentially impact the transport infrastructure, resulting in delays to 
deliveries not being made within the predicted time frame. Suppliers 
normally give plenty of notice as to when their pre-Christmas cut off point 
is, but it’s advisable not to leave any requirements to the 11th hour. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

      
   

 

ATS Euromaster 
Darren Siveter, Area Sales Manager for ATS, 
recently visited Orion and we’re pleased to let 
Members know that terms have been reviewed for 
tyres (all brands including car, van and heavy 
truck/agriculture) and service (covering all sundry 
items, puncture repairs and anything service related). 

Darren also let us know about their Specialist Service 
Technicians, who have expertise for customers with 
Agricultural, Construction and Earthmover tyre 
requirements. Tyres can be changed on farm and in 
remote areas, with ATS providing flat-bed vans for 
delivery of large tyres, and operating a rapid 
response team. To book a specialist service 
technician contact your local ATS Hub Centre 
(details of hub centres local to you can be found on 
the ATS website by typing in your postcode).  

For further information please visit website: 
https://www.atseuromaster.co.uk/business/agri/agri
-mobile-tyre-fitting or call Darren Siveter on  
0370 066 3621 or mobile 07736 476 737. 
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Muddy Boots Software 
Supplying software to enable growers and agronomists to manage their 
farms out in the field, with the aim of improving quality, driving efficiency 
and mitigating risks. Using Cloud infrastructure, Muddy Boots software 
allows data to pass up and down supply chains, enabling customers to 
view, manage and report on the quality, traceability and compliance of 
products and suppliers. A special rate is being offered to Orion Members 
on the crop recording software ‘Greenlight Grower Management’  
(which replaces the legacy CropWalker platform), for the Standard, Pro, 
Enterprise & Premium rates, plus a free 30 day trial with no obligation. 
For further details please contact:  
Tony Langman, Account Manager for Farm Services  
Call: 01989 780 540 or Email: tony.langman@muddyboots.com 
 

Pearce Energy 
Independent fuel supplier based at Rosedown Farm near Sherborne, 
supplying domestic, agricultural and commercial fuels & lubricants 
throughout the South West for over 10 years. Part of the Pearce Seeds 
Group (a family run business), with a small team of 4 (Sales Manager plus 
3 Sales Representatives).  
Please call Kate in the Orion office for further details or to place orders: 
Kate Gee - 01865 393 134 (email: kate@ofg.org.uk) 

Straights Feed Update 
With the extreme summer weather conditions the country has experienced 
this year, resulting in reduced yields coupled to what is happening both 
economically and politically, on the global front, several members like to 
keep an eye on how the straights markets are performing. To that end, a 
weekly update is sent via email every Tuesday to Members using straights 
feeds. With price guides for all main feed commodities, it tracks price and 
currency changes to provide you with information and updates on market 
changes. If you would like to receive this information please contact Joe 
who will add you to the distribution list. 
 

Next Generation Foliar NPK 
Crop Rooter Plus is a new product from  
Ilex-Envirosciences this autumn, mainly for the 
cereal market growth stage 18, 30th October to 
April for Winter Wheat and Winter Barley, and  
April onwards for spring drilled crops. 

The product is a Foliar Potassium Phosphite 
containing Nitrogen, Phosphate and 19 Amino 
Acids (all plant based).  

Application rates are 0.75 to 1.50lts/ha and is 
compatible with all autumn fungicides and trace 
elements.  

Pack size is 10 litre bottle (boxed as 2 x 10 litre) 
or 1000 litre (IBC).  

Please contact Shelley in the Orion office for 
details of prices, or further product details. 

Shelley Dancy 
Chemical Manager 
01865 393 135  

Chemical Section 

Forward planning 
Whilst there’s still 6 weeks to go until Christmas, it’s a good idea to start 
giving some thought to your feed requirements, straights, compound feed, 
feed supplements, minerals, molasses & milk powder over the festive period. 
Should there be a period of severe weather in the lead up to Christmas, this 
could potentially impact the transport infrastructure, resulting in delays to 
deliveries not being made within the predicted time frame. Suppliers 
normally give plenty of notice as to when their pre-Christmas cut off point 
is, but it’s advisable not to leave any requirements to the 11th hour. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

      
   

 

ATS Euromaster 
Darren Siveter, Area Sales Manager for ATS, 
recently visited Orion and we’re pleased to let 
Members know that terms have been reviewed for 
tyres (all brands including car, van and heavy 
truck/agriculture) and service (covering all sundry 
items, puncture repairs and anything service related). 

Darren also let us know about their Specialist Service 
Technicians, who have expertise for customers with 
Agricultural, Construction and Earthmover tyre 
requirements. Tyres can be changed on farm and in 
remote areas, with ATS providing flat-bed vans for 
delivery of large tyres, and operating a rapid 
response team. To book a specialist service 
technician contact your local ATS Hub Centre 
(details of hub centres local to you can be found on 
the ATS website by typing in your postcode).  

For further information please visit website: 
https://www.atseuromaster.co.uk/business/agri/agri
-mobile-tyre-fitting or call Darren Siveter on  
0370 066 3621 or mobile 07736 476 737. 
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Article by: Orion Farming Group 

Will the change in how VAT returns are 
submitted affect your business? 
In less than 6 months all businesses with a 
turnover in excess of £85,000 will need to keep  
an electronic record of all business transactions  
on HMRC-approved record-keeping software. 

To help Orion Members get to grips with these 
changes Orion are co-hosting an event with 
Farmplan (UK supplier of farm business 
management software). 

Orion Members are invited to join Orion and 
Farmplan on Wednesday 14th November 2018  
at Millets Farm Centre, Frilford, OX13 5HB. 

The morning event will start at 9am with hot 
bacon rolls and a cup of tea or coffee. Giving 
everyone a chance to have a chat and catch up, 
before sitting down for presentations of 
information relating to the upcoming HMRC 
requirements for submitting VAT returns that  
will take effect from April 2019. 

Ashley Poyton from Nockels Gee Accountants  
will provide an introduction to Making Tax 
Digital, followed by a presentation from 
Farmplan on software solutions for managing  
the change being introduced by HMRC.  

County Insurance Services, Oliver Burns, will  
be talking about the latest ways of tackling  
cyber-crime, a problem faced by all using the 
internet for banking and business transactions. 
 

To close John Norton will speak about the Orion Farming 
Group and benefits of group buying. Invitations have been 
extended to clients of the companies providing 
presentations and it will be a great opportunity to meet 
others from outside Orion, and a chance to let others know 
how Orion are helping Members save money on their 
inputs, and save time processing supplier paperwork. 

There will be a Q&A session after each presentation, so 
have a think and come along with the questions that are 
giving you concern – with accountancy, software, 
insurance and group buying experience in the room, we 
hope we’ll be able to provide valuable support at this time 
of change. 

In addition to free refreshments and breakfast, all 
attendees will be entered into the County Insurance 
Services prize draw for an Amazon Echo Smart Speaker. 
Members are welcome to bring guests and to book your place/s 
please contact John Norton ASAP on 01865 393 131.  
(John Norton’s email 16th October refers to booking deadline 
of 7th November, but please call John ASAP to confirm late 
bookings – deadline extended to 9th November). 

Orion Network Event: Making Tax Digital 
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News release from StowAg (abbreviated content) 

Cotswolds-based agriculture supplier, StowAg, opened its doors on Friday 5th October 2018 to 250 local 
farmers to host an information-packed Cattle Winter Housing Event. The event provided practical, expert 
advice from the industry’s leading suppliers in addition to live demonstrations and product display. 

Presentations and information provided included: 

Availability of Trace Minerals  
Laura Drury MSc BSc, Rumenco Technical Advisor, highlighted the ‘disproportionate’ role that trace minerals 
play. Accounting for just 5% of the total ration these nutrients play vital roles within the body. 

Fluke Control 
Matt Swanborough BVSc MRCVS, Southern GB Veterinary Advisor for Norbrook, detailed the complex  
life cycle of the liver fluke along with its detrimental effects within an individual and herds. 

Feed Nutrition 
Paul Mardell, Ruminant Technical Manager for GLW Feeds, introduced their high quality ruminant, poultry, 
pig & game feeds. Ruminant nutrition accounts for the larger proportion of the feeds they produce. 

Scour Prevention 
Steph Small, Ruminant Veterinary Advisor for MSD, provided essential guidance on the multi-factorial problem 
of calf scour in the UK. A widespread and largely underreported problem. 

TB Prevention 
Simon Smith from the TB Advisory Service provided practical guidance on reducing the risk of  
tuberculosis (TB). This free service, provided by DEFRA is available in both high and edge risk areas  
and provides bespoke guidance to farmers and landowners. 

Bolus Application 
Kathryn Walker, Animax Territory Manager, provided guidance on trace element supplementation of the 
suckler cow, examining the role of copper, cobalt iodine & selenium and their importance for health, 
production and fertility. Symptoms of deficiency were highlighted in association with each trace element. 

Handling Demonstrations 
A representative from Ritchie provided a live demonstration of their Continental Cattle Handling Crate.  
With a fully automated yoke and an auto reset facility, it is easily adjustable for different neck widths. 

For further information on the event, or for more information about StowAg please contact:  
Ashley Nichols, StowAg General Manager on 07848 454 343, or Simon Messenger, StowAg Field rep  
on 07741 553 065. 

Making Tax Digital 

Orion Farming Group is pleased to invite you to a joint event, held in conjunction with Farmplan  
on Wednesday 14th November 2018 (9am-11am) at Millets Farm Centre, Frilford, OX13 5HB. 
Orion Members are able to bring a guest, and to book places please contact John Norton in the 
Orion office on 01865 393 131. (***booking deadline extended to 9th November 2018***) 
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