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Article by: FMC

The flea beetle threat to oilseed rape crop 
establishment in the eastern counties has meant that 
growers have become increasingly reluctant 
to invest in early weed control. Despite the fact that 
waiting until you have a viable crop can often mean 
a greater weed burden and a reliance on 
post-emergence products such as the metazachlor 
co-formulations, which are not always reliable when 
applied at this later timing.

In addition, some of the key brassica weeds in 
oilseed rape such as Hedge Mustard, that can be 
responsible for elevated erucic acid levels in 
rapeseed oil, can only be controlled 
pre-emergence.

Centium® 360CS (Clomazone) applied 
pre-emergence provides the foundation for an 
effective weed control strategy in oilseed rape. 
Controlling some key difficult broad-leaved weeds 
such as Cleavers, Shepherd’s Purse, Chickweed and 
Fool’s Parsley.

It is also the only option that adequately controls 
Hedge Mustard, a weed that can result in rejection of 
loads at the crushing plant and additional cost 
to the grower.

Where black-grass is an issue, gaining control of this 
competitive grass-weed in the rotation should be 
seen as vitally important. 

Article by: Bayer

Once wheat crops are drilled this autumn, a robust pre-em programme is essential to 
keep weeds like black-grass under control. 

There are a number of actives and products available for the pre-emergence timing; 
however, trials and on-farm experience shows that Liberator (flufenacet + 
diflufenican) is one of the best options out there. 

As a single product, it offers up to 80% control of autumn emerging black-grass. 
This can be further improved by mixing other products into the tank including 
prosulfocarb, diflufenican or pendimethalin. In tough situations with high weed 
populations many farmers also support Liberator with a subsequent application 
of tri-allate.

Adding extra actives into the tank is certainly a wise move in tough situations but 
only relying on herbicides is not. Before the crop is drilled, make sure that cultural 
techniques destroy as many plants as possible so that pre-emergence and 
post-emergence products have a realistic chance of keeping fields clean.

There are many similar products to Liberator now on the market but trials by Bayer 
still show a small but valuable advantage in opting for Liberator. Compared to 
products with the same actives in the same quantities, trials show 6% better overall 
control.

Bayer’s research team are still looking into the exact reason for this, using all their 
experience from around two decades of work with the active flufenacet. Each time 
you use a Bayer product, you are helping support this team of researchers and others 
across Bayer working on new actives and methods to control weeds such as 
black-grass.

Early weed control in oilseed rape reduces pressure

Get the best pre-em control

August 2018
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Larkmead Veterinary 
Group Events
Minimising Lamb Losses & 
Improving Carcass Quality 
6th Sept, 7-9pm
Mastering Medicines –
Catttle 18th Sept, 11am-2pm
For details visit:
http://www.larkmead.co.
uk/farm/upcoming-
events

Trials work has shown that clomazone has a notable 
sensitizing effect, so that subsequent post-emergence 
applications of products such as Crawler (carbetamide) 
or Kerb (propyzamide) will work more effectively. 
Clomazone has also been shown to have effects on 
ryegrass species, bromes and wild oats.

Other benefits of Centium® include the unique 
encapsulated CS formulation allowing controlled 
release of the AI, giving prolonged activity when 
it’s needed most, early in the growing season when 
weed pressure means that oilseed rape struggles 
to compete.

The CS formulation technology also dramatically 
reduces drift and volatility in comparison to other 
formulations on the market, which means that 
Centium®360 CS is the only clomazone formulation 
without a 10m buffer zone.

If applied in dry conditions, the formulation will also 
re-activate once there is adequate soil moisture 
available, unlike other herbicides which will tend to 
degrade quickly if conditions at application are dry.
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Silage Sheets
With maize harvest looming, please 
ensure you have everything you need 
to sheet you clamp.

Orion have prices on a large range of 
different sizes and thicknesses, as 
well as ground rock salt, so please 
contact the office and speak to Joe 
who can let you know who is most 
competitive and can place orders on 
your behalf. 
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Members Section

Quick Updates
Bank Holiday
The Orion office will be closed 
Monday 27th August 2018.

Fuel Order Reminder
Harvest time! Please give as much 
lead time as possible for fuel orders 
to avoid costly interruptions. Please 
call Kate on 01865 393 134.

Fuel Hedge: running from 1st July 
to 31st October 2018. For those that 
have opted in please specify 
HEDGE on your order.

Feed & Livestock

New Suppliers to Orion
Hook Norton Veterinary Group
A mixed veterinary practice in Banbury with separate pets, farm and equine 
departments, and a team of 6 clinical farm vets and 4 TB testers. Also, 
Members of XLVets, a group of privately owned vets spanning the length 
of the UK. For further details about products and services please call: 
Liz Harwood on 01608 730 085. (website: www.hooknortonvets.co.uk).

Hydor
Nationwide ventilation equipment supplier based in Wiltshire, helping the 
Agricultural community keep livestock healthy & preventing the spread of 
disease-causing microorganisms in the air. Products for cattle, pig, poultry & 
equine, as well as grain storage & horticultural. Plus equipment such as: 
bespoke controlling systems, heaters, lighting & evaporating cooling system. 
For further details please call: Robin Hibberd on: 07595 086 439. 
 

Winter forage forward planning!
At the time of writing this article the country has been experiencing a 
prolonged period of hot dry weather with no significant, if any, precipitation. 
This in all likelihood will have serious implications for winter forage 
requirements. 

To that end, anyone who uses straights as part of their TMR may want to 
give serious consideration to forward ordering extra tonnage to provide 
cover over the winter to compensate for the lack of forage before prices 
start to rally on the back of extra demand and potentially poor crops around 
the world. 

Alternatively pressed pulp is a consideration, if that has a place in your 
herd’s diet, but with a potentially reduced beet crop it will be a matter of 
first come first served. Should you wish to discuss this please do not hesitate 
to contact Joe at the office.

Joe Cobb
Feed & Livestock Manager

01865 393 139
 

REVOCATIONS: Syngenta have informed us of the 
following product revocations & withdrawal timelines:

CALARIS (Mapp number 12405): 
The sale and distribution of existing stocks will end on 
28th February 2019.

The disposal, storage and use of existing stocks will end 
on 28th February 2020.
*********************
CHEROKEE and APACHE:
The sale and distribution of existing stocks will end
31st December 2018.

The disposal, storage and use of existing stocks will end 
31st December 2019.
*********************
A longer sell out period for Alto Elite, Bravo Xtra, San 
703 and Octolan has been granted due to the inclusion of 
pulses on their label. Cherokee label is cereals only.

ALTO ELITE, SAN 703, BRAVO XTRA & OCTOLAN
The sale and distribution of existing stocks will end 
30th June 2019.
The disposal, storage and use of existing stocks will end 
30th June 2020.  

Chemical Section

Orion’s office opening hours
One of Orion’s Members recently contacted the Orion team with a great 
suggestion to add Office opening hours to our Website and Google search.
Details have now been added to both the Website & Google, and now anyone
searching for our Group will be able to see whether the office is open or closed.
Many thanks for taking the time to let us know about this update, it was an easy 
fix and will prove very useful for many. If you have any great ideas about how 
Orion can improve the service we provide, please contact the Orion office and 
let us know your thoughts (01865 390 011).
Orion office hours: Monday to Thursday 8.30am-4pm and Friday 8.30am-3.30pm.

UK Farmer Group Discussion Network
John Norton recently met with Alex Inman, from the University of Exeter,
to hear about the ‘UK Farmer Group Discussion Network’. The idea of the 
Network is to provide a non-political platform which farmers can use to 
shape their thoughts on practical and policy matters affecting their industry 
and is run by the University of Exeter. A core theme will address the 
question of how to maintain and enhance a thriving profitable food 
production system in the UK whilst meeting society’s increasing demand for 
environmental and other outputs generated from the countryside. 
The Orion office emailed details to Members in July, if you’d like to join the 
Network or for more information, please contact Alex Inman by email:
a.inman@exeter.ac.uk or call: 07895 061 633.  

Dissertation Survey: Public Money for Public Goods – What do you think?
If you would like to find out how farmers in the area feel about Michael Gove’s proposed “public money for public 
goods” system then please complete the following short survey (takes about 5 mins & all responses are anonymous):
https://henley.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_724uZtiAF5Uqtkp
This research forms part of a dissertation with the University of Reading, with the intention of establishing farmer’s
attitudes in Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire towards the proposed system. The research particularly looks into how 
different types of tenure change attitudes towards this proposed system. Resulting research will be shared with Orion.
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Alternatively pressed pulp is a consideration, if that has a place in your 
herd’s diet, but with a potentially reduced beet crop it will be a matter of 
first come first served. Should you wish to discuss this please do not hesitate 
to contact Joe at the office.

Joe Cobb
Feed & Livestock Manager

01865 393 139
 

REVOCATIONS: Syngenta have informed us of the 
following product revocations & withdrawal timelines:

CALARIS (Mapp number 12405): 
The sale and distribution of existing stocks will end on 
28th February 2019.

The disposal, storage and use of existing stocks will end 
on 28th February 2020.
*********************
CHEROKEE and APACHE:
The sale and distribution of existing stocks will end
31st December 2018.

The disposal, storage and use of existing stocks will end 
31st December 2019.
*********************
A longer sell out period for Alto Elite, Bravo Xtra, San 
703 and Octolan has been granted due to the inclusion of 
pulses on their label. Cherokee label is cereals only.

ALTO ELITE, SAN 703, BRAVO XTRA & OCTOLAN
The sale and distribution of existing stocks will end 
30th June 2019.
The disposal, storage and use of existing stocks will end 
30th June 2020.  

Chemical Section

Orion’s office opening hours
One of Orion’s Members recently contacted the Orion team with a great 
suggestion to add Office opening hours to our Website and Google search.
Details have now been added to both the Website & Google, and now anyone
searching for our Group will be able to see whether the office is open or closed.
Many thanks for taking the time to let us know about this update, it was an easy 
fix and will prove very useful for many. If you have any great ideas about how 
Orion can improve the service we provide, please contact the Orion office and 
let us know your thoughts (01865 390 011).
Orion office hours: Monday to Thursday 8.30am-4pm and Friday 8.30am-3.30pm.

UK Farmer Group Discussion Network
John Norton recently met with Alex Inman, from the University of Exeter,
to hear about the ‘UK Farmer Group Discussion Network’. The idea of the 
Network is to provide a non-political platform which farmers can use to 
shape their thoughts on practical and policy matters affecting their industry 
and is run by the University of Exeter. A core theme will address the 
question of how to maintain and enhance a thriving profitable food 
production system in the UK whilst meeting society’s increasing demand for 
environmental and other outputs generated from the countryside. 
The Orion office emailed details to Members in July, if you’d like to join the 
Network or for more information, please contact Alex Inman by email:
a.inman@exeter.ac.uk or call: 07895 061 633.  

Dissertation Survey: Public Money for Public Goods – What do you think?
If you would like to find out how farmers in the area feel about Michael Gove’s proposed “public money for public 
goods” system then please complete the following short survey (takes about 5 mins & all responses are anonymous):
https://henley.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_724uZtiAF5Uqtkp
This research forms part of a dissertation with the University of Reading, with the intention of establishing farmer’s
attitudes in Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire towards the proposed system. The research particularly looks into how 
different types of tenure change attitudes towards this proposed system. Resulting research will be shared with Orion.
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Article by: FMC

The flea beetle threat to oilseed rape crop 
establishment in the eastern counties has meant that 
growers have become increasingly reluctant 
to invest in early weed control. Despite the fact that 
waiting until you have a viable crop can often mean 
a greater weed burden and a reliance on 
post-emergence products such as the metazachlor 
co-formulations, which are not always reliable when 
applied at this later timing.

In addition, some of the key brassica weeds in 
oilseed rape such as Hedge Mustard, that can be 
responsible for elevated erucic acid levels in 
rapeseed oil, can only be controlled 
pre-emergence.

Centium® 360CS (Clomazone) applied 
pre-emergence provides the foundation for an 
effective weed control strategy in oilseed rape. 
Controlling some key difficult broad-leaved weeds 
such as Cleavers, Shepherd’s Purse, Chickweed and 
Fool’s Parsley.

It is also the only option that adequately controls 
Hedge Mustard, a weed that can result in rejection of 
loads at the crushing plant and additional cost 
to the grower.

Where black-grass is an issue, gaining control of this 
competitive grass-weed in the rotation should be 
seen as vitally important. 

Article by: Bayer

Once wheat crops are drilled this autumn, a robust pre-em programme is essential to 
keep weeds like black-grass under control. 

There are a number of actives and products available for the pre-emergence timing; 
however, trials and on-farm experience shows that Liberator (flufenacet + 
diflufenican) is one of the best options out there. 

As a single product, it offers up to 80% control of autumn emerging black-grass. 
This can be further improved by mixing other products into the tank including 
prosulfocarb, diflufenican or pendimethalin. In tough situations with high weed 
populations many farmers also support Liberator with a subsequent application 
of tri-allate.

Adding extra actives into the tank is certainly a wise move in tough situations but 
only relying on herbicides is not. Before the crop is drilled, make sure that cultural 
techniques destroy as many plants as possible so that pre-emergence and 
post-emergence products have a realistic chance of keeping fields clean.

There are many similar products to Liberator now on the market but trials by Bayer 
still show a small but valuable advantage in opting for Liberator. Compared to 
products with the same actives in the same quantities, trials show 6% better overall 
control.

Bayer’s research team are still looking into the exact reason for this, using all their 
experience from around two decades of work with the active flufenacet. Each time 
you use a Bayer product, you are helping support this team of researchers and others 
across Bayer working on new actives and methods to control weeds such as 
black-grass.

Early weed control in oilseed rape reduces pressure

Get the best pre-em control

August 2018

Inserts: County Insurance

Information within articles written by specific suppliers should in no way be taken as advice or recommendation from the Orion Farming Group.

  

Orion Farming Group
3 St John’s Yard, Fyfield, Nr Abingdon, Oxon, OX13 5LN
Orion Office: 01865 390011   www.ofg.org.uk www.ofg.org.uk *Information within articles written by specific suppliers should in no way be 

taken as advice or recommendation form the Orion Farming Groupwww.ofg.org.uk

Classified 
Section
Larkmead Veterinary 
Group Events
Minimising Lamb Losses & 
Improving Carcass Quality 
6th Sept, 7-9pm
Mastering Medicines –
Catttle 18th Sept, 11am-2pm
For details visit:
http://www.larkmead.co.
uk/farm/upcoming-
events

Trials work has shown that clomazone has a notable 
sensitizing effect, so that subsequent post-emergence 
applications of products such as Crawler (carbetamide) 
or Kerb (propyzamide) will work more effectively. 
Clomazone has also been shown to have effects on 
ryegrass species, bromes and wild oats.

Other benefits of Centium® include the unique 
encapsulated CS formulation allowing controlled 
release of the AI, giving prolonged activity when 
it’s needed most, early in the growing season when 
weed pressure means that oilseed rape struggles 
to compete.

The CS formulation technology also dramatically 
reduces drift and volatility in comparison to other 
formulations on the market, which means that 
Centium®360 CS is the only clomazone formulation 
without a 10m buffer zone.

If applied in dry conditions, the formulation will also 
re-activate once there is adequate soil moisture 
available, unlike other herbicides which will tend to 
degrade quickly if conditions at application are dry.
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