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Article by: Flex IT 

Did you see the segment on Countryfile last month 
about how cyber threats are hitting the farming 
community? 
As agriculture begins to rely more and more on  
web-enabled technology, the threats grow. 
Why should you care? 
The people that commit cyber attacks generally have 
one of three objectives: 
1. Steal your data (hacking, trojans, viruses, spyware) 
2. Prevent you accessing your data until you pay them  

some money (ransomware) 
3. Cause general disruption for their own amusement or 

anarchic reasons 

The results can range from hard cash being taken to 
severe disruption to your business activities. 
So we spend a lot of time talking to customers 
(including Orion Farming Group) about how they can 
protect against these threats in much the same way as 
they would invest in physical security. 

What IT solutions help prevent cyber attacks? 
Antivirus - At Flex IT, we believe in managed antivirus 
and malware protection. That means not relying on 
users to do a full scan or keep their virus updates 
current. We manage the antivirus solution on your 
behalf so that nothing is left to chance.  
Firewalls - Firewalls monitor traffic coming into your 
network to ensure that your infrastructure is safe and to 
prevent hacking. Firewalls with wifi use the latest 
encryption techniques, preventing unauthorised access. 
 

 

 

Article by: BASF 

With the farm gate now closed on the oilseed rape crop until desiccation, it is time to 
move our attention elsewhere on farm whilst we keep our fingers crossed for a good 
harvest.  
The OSR acreage is estimated to be around 600k ha this season and 10% of that is 
now Clearfield, with the acreage more than doubling for the last three seasons in a 
row.  
One driver of this increase in acreage is that the Clearfield herbicides allow flexible, 
post-em, broad leaved weed and grassweed control. Another is the control of 
potential sources of erucic acid such as problem brassica weeds, as well as volunteer 
OSR within the Clearfield OSR crop.  
There are many different reasons why people grow Clearfield – if you are interested 
in more information then visit www.agricentre.basf.co.uk/clearfield or ask your 
agronomist. 
 

 

Inserts: BASF, Glencore 

Shut the barn door … 

 

Clearfield goes mainstream 
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Straw wanted 
Countryfile Live 
2nd-5th August 2018 
Local supply of straw 
bales: small (90x30x30), 
large round/rectangular; 
machinery to load & 
unload, and collecting 
straw after event. If you 
can help please call:  
Eliza Sangster,  
SME London Ltd  
T: 0203 953 1480 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And if all else fails? 
In the event of a malware attack or other occurrence 
such as a fire, flood or theft our Disaster Recovery and 
Backup Solutions will minimise any potential data loss 
or business downtime. Most importantly, however, this 
gives peace of mind that your valuable business assets 
are safe, protected and can also be recovered and 
restored should these situations arise. 

Offer 
We have put together an exclusive offer for Orion 
Farming Group members: 
• A powerful firewall wifi router, configured and  

installed on site 
• A 1 year subscription to our managed antivirus  

for 3 devices 
• A personalised security review with recommendations 

£549 - a saving of 22% on our standard pricing 
For more details, call us on 0333 101 7313 or email us 
at enquiries@flex.co.uk 
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Automotive glazing

Damaged vehicle glass? Arrange your repair or 
replacement today.

www.autowindscreens.co.uk

experts
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Adama Agricultural Solutions UK Ltd 
Following a successful placebo slug pellet campaign 
last year, Adama are offering a limited amount of  
free 5kg bags of ‘dummy’ pellets for calibration 
purposes.  If you are interested please go to: 
https://uk.campaigns.adama.com/free-placebo-slug-pellets. 

Fertiliser 
Members should have received a 2018/19 Requirement 
Form (by email). If not received, or you would like a 
copy faxed or posted, then please contact John or 
Rachel in the Orion office. As we go to print, we are 
still awaiting terms for the ‘new season’. For the latest 
information on prices and availability please contact 
John Norton. The Group has access to the full range of 
solid & liquid fertiliser products both from the UK & 
abroad, plus access to the latest technical advice. 

Seed  
We would encourage Members to consider their autumn 
seed requirements at the earliest opportunity as there is 
speculation that prices may rise and that any early deals 
may disappear very quickly, due to a combination of 
falling yields and rising wheat prices. Please contact 
John Norton on 01865 393 131 if you wish to discuss 
and/or place an order. 

 

Calf Milk Powder 
The Group will again be looking to 
pool tonnage requirements for milk 
powders and ask suppliers to quote 
for the bulk of the Group business. 
If you will be requiring milk 
powder, delivered in August and/or 
September and wish to take part for 
additional savings, or you have not 
received a form and would like to 
be included in the scheme, please 
contact Joe at the Orion office. 

Joe Cobb, Feed & Livestock Manager 
01865 393 139 
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Members Section 

Quick Updates 
Countrywide Thame store is now  
Wynnstay (Agricultural Supplies) 
Aylesbury Road, Thame, OX9 3AS 
Tel: 01844 212 034 

Oxfordshire Herd Competition 
Congratulations to all Orion 
Members who won prizes at the 
recent NMR sponsored 
competition at Buston Farm, 
Banbury (23rd May 2018).  

 

Feed & Livestock 

New suppliers to Orion 
We’re pleased to introduce this month’s new group suppliers: 

Brackley Rewinds Ltd 
Motor Rewind company specialising in motors, gearboxes, fans and pump 
repairs or replacement, including on site work. Knowledgeable and 
experienced team, offering a fast response to queries, a quick and efficient 
turn around on work and competitive prices. 
For further details please contact: Mark on 01280 704 488. 

Cotswold Farm Supplies Ltd 
Agricultural retail outlet at Unit 2, Court Farm, Lower Lemington, 
Moreton-in-Marsh, Glos, GL56 9NP (previously trading at this address 
for the past 10 years as Norton Air - now changed hands and names).  
Authorised Vapormatic stockist & distributor; agent for Sparex, Sealey & 
Wurth products; distributor for Morris oils and offering a good selection 
of pest control & bird control products. Stockists of SGS Gases, a rent 
free gas solution for all types of gas and perfect for farm workshops.  
Also making hydraulic hoses on site with an extensive range of fittings.  
For further details please call: Dan Collins on 01608 652 498. 

Ingles Farms Supply 
Retail outlet opened in May 2018 at Blenheim Farm, Stratford Road, 
Moreton in Marsh, Gloucestershire, GL56 9NQ. Ingles Farms Supply is a 
family run business, who have been farming and contracting in the 
Gloucestershire and surrounding areas for over 80 years. Supplying local 
farmers with all their Agricultural needs, and striving to provide all 
customers with the best deals possible on world renowned brands.  
For further details please call: Abby or Suzanne on 01608 651 874.  

 

Molasses 
The new tender period started at the beginning of May and as with the last 
tender period will run for 12 months. Members have been informed of the 
successful supplier and given details of how to order, but if you would like 
any further information, please contact Joe at the Orion office. 

Chemicals, Fertiliser & Seed 

Orion Members visit DSV Plant Breeding Station 
Many thanks to everyone who came along to tour the DSV Plant Breeding Station in Wardington on 16th May.  
DSV kindly greeted our small group with a welcome cup of coffee, followed by a visit to their greenhouse to see the 
Wheat lines in development, and hear from Matt about the process of breeding, the traits that are being selected and 
benefits to industry. Moving back inside, we enjoyed seeing how grain samples are milled and tested in a variety of 
ways, looking at the quality of the grain being bred and identifying the best uses for the flour. It was interesting to 
hear how the different grains produce flours that are best for particular industries - some flours absorb less moisture 
which are preferred by biscuit makers, looking for a great biscuit snap, whereas other flours are preferred by bread 
makers as they absorb more water and create large fluffy loaves! 

The Grass breeding beds (picture above) were the next stop on our tour, and Jamie kindly talked us through the types 
of grasses being bred, the stages of the breeding process, how the grasses are sampled and tested, and the traits DSV 
are focusing on to provide the best seed to industry users. 

The last stop was the most colourful, OSR in flower! Michael showed us around the trial plots of OSR, explaining the 
different varieties, their traits and the reasons for breeding many varieties for all the different conditions farmers face 
across the country! Our walk around the field was followed by a lovely lunch, and it was a great opportunity to ask 
questions and have a chat about everything we’d seen during our visit. 

A huge thank you to all at DSV, we very much enjoyed this interesting and informative tour. 
 
   

Straights  
With a delay to turnout this year due to an extended period of bad weather, 
Members who use straights as part of their TMR and thought they had 
planned accordingly, were left with no option but to buy extra loads of 
straights at higher than anticipated spot prices in order to bridge the gap until 
turnout eventually happened.  

To that end, Members who take straights on a regular basis might want to 
consider their forward commitments for this summer as well as 
autumn/winter 2018/2019, sooner rather than later, in order to have all their 
requirements covered at a more realistic price. By ensuring forward 
committed tonnage this will even out the peak prices currently being 
experienced.  

Should you wish to discuss this in greater detail, please do not hesitate to 
contact Joe at the Orion office.  
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speculation that prices may rise and that any early deals 
may disappear very quickly, due to a combination of 
falling yields and rising wheat prices. Please contact 
John Norton on 01865 393 131 if you wish to discuss 
and/or place an order. 

 

Calf Milk Powder 
The Group will again be looking to 
pool tonnage requirements for milk 
powders and ask suppliers to quote 
for the bulk of the Group business. 
If you will be requiring milk 
powder, delivered in August and/or 
September and wish to take part for 
additional savings, or you have not 
received a form and would like to 
be included in the scheme, please 
contact Joe at the Orion office. 

Joe Cobb, Feed & Livestock Manager 
01865 393 139 
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Members Section 

Quick Updates 
Countrywide Thame store is now  
Wynnstay (Agricultural Supplies) 
Aylesbury Road, Thame, OX9 3AS 
Tel: 01844 212 034 

Oxfordshire Herd Competition 
Congratulations to all Orion 
Members who won prizes at the 
recent NMR sponsored 
competition at Buston Farm, 
Banbury (23rd May 2018).  

 

Feed & Livestock 

New suppliers to Orion 
We’re pleased to introduce this month’s new group suppliers: 

Brackley Rewinds Ltd 
Motor Rewind company specialising in motors, gearboxes, fans and pump 
repairs or replacement, including on site work. Knowledgeable and 
experienced team, offering a fast response to queries, a quick and efficient 
turn around on work and competitive prices. 
For further details please contact: Mark on 01280 704 488. 

Cotswold Farm Supplies Ltd 
Agricultural retail outlet at Unit 2, Court Farm, Lower Lemington, 
Moreton-in-Marsh, Glos, GL56 9NP (previously trading at this address 
for the past 10 years as Norton Air - now changed hands and names).  
Authorised Vapormatic stockist & distributor; agent for Sparex, Sealey & 
Wurth products; distributor for Morris oils and offering a good selection 
of pest control & bird control products. Stockists of SGS Gases, a rent 
free gas solution for all types of gas and perfect for farm workshops.  
Also making hydraulic hoses on site with an extensive range of fittings.  
For further details please call: Dan Collins on 01608 652 498. 

Ingles Farms Supply 
Retail outlet opened in May 2018 at Blenheim Farm, Stratford Road, 
Moreton in Marsh, Gloucestershire, GL56 9NQ. Ingles Farms Supply is a 
family run business, who have been farming and contracting in the 
Gloucestershire and surrounding areas for over 80 years. Supplying local 
farmers with all their Agricultural needs, and striving to provide all 
customers with the best deals possible on world renowned brands.  
For further details please call: Abby or Suzanne on 01608 651 874.  

 

Molasses 
The new tender period started at the beginning of May and as with the last 
tender period will run for 12 months. Members have been informed of the 
successful supplier and given details of how to order, but if you would like 
any further information, please contact Joe at the Orion office. 

Chemicals, Fertiliser & Seed 

Orion Members visit DSV Plant Breeding Station 
Many thanks to everyone who came along to tour the DSV Plant Breeding Station in Wardington on 16th May.  
DSV kindly greeted our small group with a welcome cup of coffee, followed by a visit to their greenhouse to see the 
Wheat lines in development, and hear from Matt about the process of breeding, the traits that are being selected and 
benefits to industry. Moving back inside, we enjoyed seeing how grain samples are milled and tested in a variety of 
ways, looking at the quality of the grain being bred and identifying the best uses for the flour. It was interesting to 
hear how the different grains produce flours that are best for particular industries - some flours absorb less moisture 
which are preferred by biscuit makers, looking for a great biscuit snap, whereas other flours are preferred by bread 
makers as they absorb more water and create large fluffy loaves! 

The Grass breeding beds (picture above) were the next stop on our tour, and Jamie kindly talked us through the types 
of grasses being bred, the stages of the breeding process, how the grasses are sampled and tested, and the traits DSV 
are focusing on to provide the best seed to industry users. 

The last stop was the most colourful, OSR in flower! Michael showed us around the trial plots of OSR, explaining the 
different varieties, their traits and the reasons for breeding many varieties for all the different conditions farmers face 
across the country! Our walk around the field was followed by a lovely lunch, and it was a great opportunity to ask 
questions and have a chat about everything we’d seen during our visit. 

A huge thank you to all at DSV, we very much enjoyed this interesting and informative tour. 
 
   

Straights  
With a delay to turnout this year due to an extended period of bad weather, 
Members who use straights as part of their TMR and thought they had 
planned accordingly, were left with no option but to buy extra loads of 
straights at higher than anticipated spot prices in order to bridge the gap until 
turnout eventually happened.  

To that end, Members who take straights on a regular basis might want to 
consider their forward commitments for this summer as well as 
autumn/winter 2018/2019, sooner rather than later, in order to have all their 
requirements covered at a more realistic price. By ensuring forward 
committed tonnage this will even out the peak prices currently being 
experienced.  

Should you wish to discuss this in greater detail, please do not hesitate to 
contact Joe at the Orion office.  
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Article by: Flex IT 

Did you see the segment on Countryfile last month 
about how cyber threats are hitting the farming 
community? 
As agriculture begins to rely more and more on  
web-enabled technology, the threats grow. 
Why should you care? 
The people that commit cyber attacks generally have 
one of three objectives: 
1. Steal your data (hacking, trojans, viruses, spyware) 
2. Prevent you accessing your data until you pay them  

some money (ransomware) 
3. Cause general disruption for their own amusement or 

anarchic reasons 

The results can range from hard cash being taken to 
severe disruption to your business activities. 
So we spend a lot of time talking to customers 
(including Orion Farming Group) about how they can 
protect against these threats in much the same way as 
they would invest in physical security. 

What IT solutions help prevent cyber attacks? 
Antivirus - At Flex IT, we believe in managed antivirus 
and malware protection. That means not relying on 
users to do a full scan or keep their virus updates 
current. We manage the antivirus solution on your 
behalf so that nothing is left to chance.  
Firewalls - Firewalls monitor traffic coming into your 
network to ensure that your infrastructure is safe and to 
prevent hacking. Firewalls with wifi use the latest 
encryption techniques, preventing unauthorised access. 
 

 

 

Article by: BASF 

With the farm gate now closed on the oilseed rape crop until desiccation, it is time to 
move our attention elsewhere on farm whilst we keep our fingers crossed for a good 
harvest.  
The OSR acreage is estimated to be around 600k ha this season and 10% of that is 
now Clearfield, with the acreage more than doubling for the last three seasons in a 
row.  
One driver of this increase in acreage is that the Clearfield herbicides allow flexible, 
post-em, broad leaved weed and grassweed control. Another is the control of 
potential sources of erucic acid such as problem brassica weeds, as well as volunteer 
OSR within the Clearfield OSR crop.  
There are many different reasons why people grow Clearfield – if you are interested 
in more information then visit www.agricentre.basf.co.uk/clearfield or ask your 
agronomist. 
 

 

Inserts: BASF, Glencore 

Shut the barn door … 

 

Clearfield goes mainstream 

 
June 2018 
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Classified 
Section 
KWS/BASF Variety  
Trials Afternoon  
27th June 2018 
Please see the enclosed 
flyer for full details. 
BASIS & NRoSO 
points available. 

Straw wanted 
Countryfile Live 
2nd-5th August 2018 
Local supply of straw 
bales: small (90x30x30), 
large round/rectangular; 
machinery to load & 
unload, and collecting 
straw after event. If you 
can help please call:  
Eliza Sangster,  
SME London Ltd  
T: 0203 953 1480 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And if all else fails? 
In the event of a malware attack or other occurrence 
such as a fire, flood or theft our Disaster Recovery and 
Backup Solutions will minimise any potential data loss 
or business downtime. Most importantly, however, this 
gives peace of mind that your valuable business assets 
are safe, protected and can also be recovered and 
restored should these situations arise. 

Offer 
We have put together an exclusive offer for Orion 
Farming Group members: 
• A powerful firewall wifi router, configured and  

installed on site 
• A 1 year subscription to our managed antivirus  

for 3 devices 
• A personalised security review with recommendations 

£549 - a saving of 22% on our standard pricing 
For more details, call us on 0333 101 7313 or email us 
at enquiries@flex.co.uk 
 

 

 

 

Article by: Flex IT 

Did you see the segment on Countryfile last month 
about how cyber threats are hitting the farming 
community? 
As agriculture begins to rely more and more on  
web-enabled technology, the threats grow. 
Why should you care? 
The people that commit cyber attacks generally have 
one of three objectives: 
1. Steal your data (hacking, trojans, viruses, spyware) 
2. Prevent you accessing your data until you pay them  

some money (ransomware) 
3. Cause general disruption for their own amusement or 

anarchic reasons 

The results can range from hard cash being taken to 
severe disruption to your business activities. 
So we spend a lot of time talking to customers 
(including Orion Farming Group) about how they can 
protect against these threats in much the same way as 
they would invest in physical security. 

What IT solutions help prevent cyber attacks? 
Antivirus - At Flex IT, we believe in managed antivirus 
and malware protection. That means not relying on 
users to do a full scan or keep their virus updates 
current. We manage the antivirus solution on your 
behalf so that nothing is left to chance.  
Firewalls - Firewalls monitor traffic coming into your 
network to ensure that your infrastructure is safe and to 
prevent hacking. Firewalls with wifi use the latest 
encryption techniques, preventing unauthorised access. 
 

 

 

Article by: BASF 

With the farm gate now closed on the oilseed rape crop until desiccation, it is time to 
move our attention elsewhere on farm whilst we keep our fingers crossed for a good 
harvest.  
The OSR acreage is estimated to be around 600k ha this season and 10% of that is 
now Clearfield, with the acreage more than doubling for the last three seasons in a 
row.  
One driver of this increase in acreage is that the Clearfield herbicides allow flexible, 
post-em, broad leaved weed and grassweed control. Another is the control of 
potential sources of erucic acid such as problem brassica weeds, as well as volunteer 
OSR within the Clearfield OSR crop.  
There are many different reasons why people grow Clearfield – if you are interested 
in more information then visit www.agricentre.basf.co.uk/clearfield or ask your 
agronomist. 
 

 

Inserts: BASF, Glencore 

Shut the barn door … 

 

Clearfield goes mainstream 

 
June 2018 

Information within articles written by specific suppliers should in no way be taken as advice or recommendation from the Orion Farming Group. 

 

 

 

 

    Orion Farming Group 
     3 St John’s Yard, Fyfield, Nr Abingdon, Oxon, OX13 5LN 
     Orion Office: 01865 390011   www.ofg.org.uk www.ofg.org.uk *Information within articles written by specific suppliers should in no way be  

taken as advice or recommendation form the Orion Farming Groupwww.ofg.org.uk 

Classified 
Section 
KWS/BASF Variety  
Trials Afternoon  
27th June 2018 
Please see the enclosed 
flyer for full details. 
BASIS & NRoSO 
points available. 

Straw wanted 
Countryfile Live 
2nd-5th August 2018 
Local supply of straw 
bales: small (90x30x30), 
large round/rectangular; 
machinery to load & 
unload, and collecting 
straw after event. If you 
can help please call:  
Eliza Sangster,  
SME London Ltd  
T: 0203 953 1480 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And if all else fails? 
In the event of a malware attack or other occurrence 
such as a fire, flood or theft our Disaster Recovery and 
Backup Solutions will minimise any potential data loss 
or business downtime. Most importantly, however, this 
gives peace of mind that your valuable business assets 
are safe, protected and can also be recovered and 
restored should these situations arise. 

Offer 
We have put together an exclusive offer for Orion 
Farming Group members: 
• A powerful firewall wifi router, configured and  

installed on site 
• A 1 year subscription to our managed antivirus  

for 3 devices 
• A personalised security review with recommendations 

£549 - a saving of 22% on our standard pricing 
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Automotive glazing

Damaged vehicle glass? Arrange your repair or 
replacement today.

www.autowindscreens.co.uk

experts


