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Have you considered raising money for charity, by holding a metal detecting rally 
on your farm? (Article by: Gwent Detecting Club)

Paul Baker, from the Gwent Detecting Club, has contacted Orion to see if their 
charitable group could be of assistance to Orion’s Members. The Gwent Detecting 
Club run metal detecting rallies for their members, and the monies raised are donated 
to a worthy cause or Charity. Over the last twenty years, raising almost £50,000.

Paul’s suggestion is to work with an individual Farmer, or group of Farmers, to hold 
a rally and raise cash proceeds for the individual Farmers, groups of Farmers, or split 
between the landowner and a charity (e.g. R.A.B.I.).

The Gwent Detecting Club members enjoy a day metal detecting, and the 
landowner/charity receive a cash donation, (on average raising anywhere from 
£300 to £500 per rally). How it works:

 Gwent Detecting Club obtain permission to hold a Metal detecting rally 
on farmland for 1 day.

 Gwent Detecting Club charge their members for this one days detecting 
(usually £7 a head).

 The total amount raised is donated in full to either an individual Farmer, 
group of Farmers, or split between the landowner and a charity.

If this is of interest to any individual Farmer, or group of Farmers, please contact 
Paul Baker by email: oldmangw6vzw@gmail.com who will be pleased to hear from 
you. Paul is happy to answer any questions you may have, and/or put you in touch 
with the Gwent Detecting Club Chairman and Treasurer.
Gwent Detecting Club carry liability insurance, and all members belong to the National Council for 
Metal Detecting Club (www.ncmd.co.uk). Further details are available at: www.gwentdetecting.co.uk

Classified 
Section
Old Berks 
Countryside Day
Sunday 13th May 2018 
The Kennels,
Stanford Road,
Faringdon, SN7 8ES

Gates open 10.30am
& event finishes at 5pm

The day’s events include 
varied demonstrations 
and attractions (including 
Tractor Ted, Sheep Grand 
National & RAF Flypast).

This year funds are being 
raised for the Lambourn 
Riding for the Disabled 
Association.

Further details available 
on their website:
www.oldberkshunt.co.uk

Getting the best out of FMC SU Herbicide in a difficult season
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Article by: FMC

The very cold conditions experienced in February 
and March this year could lead to some unique 
weed control challenges this spring. FMC 
herbicide product manager Alister Mc Robbie 
explains how to get the best out of their 
sulfonyl-urea (SU) herbicides and maximise 
weed control in a difficult season.

Where residual herbicides were applied in optimal 
conditions in the autumn, broad-leaved weed 
control has generally been excellent, with only the 
need for a late season clean-up of weeds such as 
creeping thistles and docks, in this situation 
Jubilee SX would be a good option. 

Where over-wintered weeds such as groundsel 
are an issue, high rates of Ally Max SX will be 
required because by the time they get sprayed, 
the plants will be waxy and will be more difficult 
to control with lower rates of herbicide.

FMC SU’s are also very good at controlling 
difficult umbelliferous weed species such as 
burr chervil, wild carrot and spreading hedge 
parsley, that are becoming an increasing problem. 
In this case, growers should treat when the weeds 
are small with a herbicide containing 
thifensulfuron, such as Harmony M SX. 
Tank-mixing with a phenoxy herbicide such as 
CMPP and Dicamba, will also increase the 
level of control. 

The cold conditions this spring will also 
encourage germination of polygonum weeds, 
a particular issue in spring barley crops. 
Again, Harmony M SX is the best option for 
controlling these weeds.

As always FMC’s philosophy, remains on 
ensuring high product quality and customer 
support. For any additional information on the 
use of FMC products, please call the dedicated 
technical helpline on 01423 205 011.
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DSV Plant Breeding Station
Orion Member Visit (16th May, 10.30am)
Enclosed with this month’s newsletter, please find an invitation to visit the 
DSV Plant Breeding Station in Wardington, Oxfordshire, for a tour and 
demonstrations. Members are welcome to take along a partner, friend or 
colleague to the event being held on Wednesday 16th May at 10.30am.

The visit will include an introduction to DSV, tour of OSR plots, plus 
wheat and grass breeding demonstrations, and followed by lunch.

We hope that you’ll come and join us for the visit. Please contact Anna in 
the Orion office by 2nd May 2018 to book your places, either drop an 
email to: anna@ofg.org.uk or call 01865 390 011.

Women in Dairy
Meeting Invitation
Tuesday 24th April 10am-12noon
Lyde Green Farm, Rotherwick, 
Hampshire, RG27 9BH

Farm walk, Soil health & Grazing 
system (Will Fox, Lyde Green Farm)

Grazing systems, Grassland 
management & Maintaining grass 
quality (Rosie Miller, Trouw Nutrition)
Contact: Jane Cugnet, Heygates to book 
your place, Tel: 01604 833 250.
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Quick Updates
Travis Perkins: New Swindon 
branch opening on 9th April 2018 at: 
Unit 2274, Dunbeath Road,
Swindon, SN2 8EA.
Free: Breakfast, Goodies & Tool 
Hire (terms & conditions apply, see 
in branch for details).
Orion E-Accounts: Opt-Out Postal
Please check your March emails for 
notification about opting out of 
receiving print statements & reply to 
Rachel by email: Rachel@ofg.org.uk

Feed & Livestock

Crop Packaging
Tenders have been sent to suppliers requesting prices on all crop packaging 
products for the upcoming season. Once these prices have been submitted, 
orders can then be processed with the preferred supplier in good time, to 
ensure guaranteed delivery of the correct product within the time frame 
stated by the Member. If you require any crop packaging products, please 
ensure you return your completed order form to Joe as soon as you know 
your requirements. 

Straights Feed Update
A weekly update is sent via email every Tuesday to Members using 
straights feeds. With price guides for all main feed commodities, it tracks 
price changes and currency changes, to provide you with information and 
updates on market changes. If you would like to receive this information 
please contact Joe and he will gladly add you to the distribution list.

Joe Cobb, Feed & Livestock Manager - 01865 393 139

Recommend a friend to Orion…
Recruiting new Members to the Group continues to be a 
priority. We’ve been approaching potential new 
Members in the Gloucestershire, Hampshire and North 
Wiltshire areas, and we’ve been running adverts on 
Facebook, reaching a wider social media audience.

Recently launching the updated website, we’ve been 
pleased to include six case studies, highlighting to 
potential members how the Group saves Members time 
and money. We are very grateful to our six Members 
who kindly gave us their time, and provided details 
about how the Group helps them run their business, plus 
photographs for our website. Please check out the case 
studies (and photos) at www.ofg.org.uk.

Raising awareness is great, but word of mouth is the 
best way to encourage others to join. Back in 2014, a
scheme was launched for Members to receive a month’s 
membership free, in return for introducing a contact
(who went on to become a Full Member). This scheme 
is still relevant today and we’d be pleased to hear from 
any Members that have a contact who may be interested 
in joining the Group. Please contact 
John Norton, on 01865 393 131, to provide contact 
details or discuss the recommend a friend scheme.

1 Month’s Free Membership

Orion’s 2018 AGM
REMINDER: Orion’s Annual General Meeting is being held on 
Tuesday 10th April 2018, 7pm for 7.30pm start (at Drayton Golf Club).
Directions to the venue are available on request from the office. As always,
we would welcome some new faces at the meeting. John – 01865 393 131.

‘Orion News’  
Reading your newsletter 

online is easier…
Recent upgrades to the Orion 
website include improving the 
way in which the Orion 
newsletter is viewed online,
making it easier for Members to 
read from a PC and mobile 
device. Please take a look, either 
by clicking on the link in your 
Update emails or via the ‘Latest 
News’ page on the Orion 
website: www.ofg.org.uk.

New suppliers to Orion
This month we are pleased to introduce 4 new suppliers:

Silvey Oil Fuel Specialists – independent fuel supplier and distributor. 
Supplying the agricultural market for 50 years+. Depots in Bristol, 
Plymouth and Mid Glamorgan. Initially supplying AdBlue to Orion 
Members. Please contact Kate Gee in the Orion office (01865 393 134) 
to place orders. For further details visit: www.silvey.co.uk

AutoWindscreens – Glass repair and replacements (including ADAS 
solution when required). National plant coverage, including agriculture 
and flat laminate. For cars & vehicles contact: 0800 999 8000 (& quote 
account number OFG001. For plant bookings contact: 0800 085 9001 (& 
quote account number OFG002). Website: www.autowindscreens.co.uk

Twyning Ash – Family run business supplying beef semen into the 
dairy industry for 27 years. Achieving envious estimated breeding value 
figures (ebv’s) & particularly majored on easy calving and exceptional 
growth rates. Contact: Richard Carter – 07711 108 793. 
Website: www.twyningash.co.uk

Devizes Building Supplies – Supplying building & timber materials  
from Folly Road, Devizes, Wiltshire, SN10 2HT. Materials supplied 
include: bricks/cement/lime/sand/gravel/mortar & plaster, 
timber/MDF/plywood/wooden sheets/fencing, tiles (ceiling, ceramic & 
roof), plus paving and roofing materials, slate and protective coatings. 
Contact: Sales – 01380 729 222.  
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Farm walk, Soil health & Grazing 
system (Will Fox, Lyde Green Farm)

Grazing systems, Grassland 
management & Maintaining grass 
quality (Rosie Miller, Trouw Nutrition)
Contact: Jane Cugnet, Heygates to book 
your place, Tel: 01604 833 250.
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Quick Updates
Travis Perkins: New Swindon 
branch opening on 9th April 2018 at: 
Unit 2274, Dunbeath Road,
Swindon, SN2 8EA.
Free: Breakfast, Goodies & Tool 
Hire (terms & conditions apply, see 
in branch for details).
Orion E-Accounts: Opt-Out Postal
Please check your March emails for 
notification about opting out of 
receiving print statements & reply to 
Rachel by email: Rachel@ofg.org.uk

Feed & Livestock

Crop Packaging
Tenders have been sent to suppliers requesting prices on all crop packaging 
products for the upcoming season. Once these prices have been submitted, 
orders can then be processed with the preferred supplier in good time, to 
ensure guaranteed delivery of the correct product within the time frame 
stated by the Member. If you require any crop packaging products, please 
ensure you return your completed order form to Joe as soon as you know 
your requirements. 

Straights Feed Update
A weekly update is sent via email every Tuesday to Members using 
straights feeds. With price guides for all main feed commodities, it tracks 
price changes and currency changes, to provide you with information and 
updates on market changes. If you would like to receive this information 
please contact Joe and he will gladly add you to the distribution list.

Joe Cobb, Feed & Livestock Manager - 01865 393 139

Recommend a friend to Orion…
Recruiting new Members to the Group continues to be a 
priority. We’ve been approaching potential new 
Members in the Gloucestershire, Hampshire and North 
Wiltshire areas, and we’ve been running adverts on 
Facebook, reaching a wider social media audience.

Recently launching the updated website, we’ve been 
pleased to include six case studies, highlighting to 
potential members how the Group saves Members time 
and money. We are very grateful to our six Members 
who kindly gave us their time, and provided details 
about how the Group helps them run their business, plus 
photographs for our website. Please check out the case 
studies (and photos) at www.ofg.org.uk.

Raising awareness is great, but word of mouth is the 
best way to encourage others to join. Back in 2014, a
scheme was launched for Members to receive a month’s 
membership free, in return for introducing a contact
(who went on to become a Full Member). This scheme 
is still relevant today and we’d be pleased to hear from 
any Members that have a contact who may be interested 
in joining the Group. Please contact 
John Norton, on 01865 393 131, to provide contact 
details or discuss the recommend a friend scheme.

1 Month’s Free Membership

Orion’s 2018 AGM
REMINDER: Orion’s Annual General Meeting is being held on 
Tuesday 10th April 2018, 7pm for 7.30pm start (at Drayton Golf Club).
Directions to the venue are available on request from the office. As always,
we would welcome some new faces at the meeting. John – 01865 393 131.

‘Orion News’  
Reading your newsletter 

online is easier…
Recent upgrades to the Orion 
website include improving the 
way in which the Orion 
newsletter is viewed online,
making it easier for Members to 
read from a PC and mobile 
device. Please take a look, either 
by clicking on the link in your 
Update emails or via the ‘Latest 
News’ page on the Orion 
website: www.ofg.org.uk.

New suppliers to Orion
This month we are pleased to introduce 4 new suppliers:

Silvey Oil Fuel Specialists – independent fuel supplier and distributor. 
Supplying the agricultural market for 50 years+. Depots in Bristol, 
Plymouth and Mid Glamorgan. Initially supplying AdBlue to Orion 
Members. Please contact Kate Gee in the Orion office (01865 393 134) 
to place orders. For further details visit: www.silvey.co.uk

AutoWindscreens – Glass repair and replacements (including ADAS 
solution when required). National plant coverage, including agriculture 
and flat laminate. For cars & vehicles contact: 0800 999 8000 (& quote 
account number OFG001. For plant bookings contact: 0800 085 9001 (& 
quote account number OFG002). Website: www.autowindscreens.co.uk

Twyning Ash – Family run business supplying beef semen into the 
dairy industry for 27 years. Achieving envious estimated breeding value 
figures (ebv’s) & particularly majored on easy calving and exceptional 
growth rates. Contact: Richard Carter – 07711 108 793. 
Website: www.twyningash.co.uk

Devizes Building Supplies – Supplying building & timber materials  
from Folly Road, Devizes, Wiltshire, SN10 2HT. Materials supplied 
include: bricks/cement/lime/sand/gravel/mortar & plaster, 
timber/MDF/plywood/wooden sheets/fencing, tiles (ceiling, ceramic & 
roof), plus paving and roofing materials, slate and protective coatings. 
Contact: Sales – 01380 729 222.  

Members Section
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Have you considered raising money for charity, by holding a metal detecting rally 
on your farm? (Article by: Gwent Detecting Club)

Paul Baker, from the Gwent Detecting Club, has contacted Orion to see if their 
charitable group could be of assistance to Orion’s Members. The Gwent Detecting 
Club run metal detecting rallies for their members, and the monies raised are donated 
to a worthy cause or Charity. Over the last twenty years, raising almost £50,000.

Paul’s suggestion is to work with an individual Farmer, or group of Farmers, to hold 
a rally and raise cash proceeds for the individual Farmers, groups of Farmers, or split 
between the landowner and a charity (e.g. R.A.B.I.).

The Gwent Detecting Club members enjoy a day metal detecting, and the 
landowner/charity receive a cash donation, (on average raising anywhere from 
£300 to £500 per rally). How it works:

 Gwent Detecting Club obtain permission to hold a Metal detecting rally 
on farmland for 1 day.

 Gwent Detecting Club charge their members for this one days detecting 
(usually £7 a head).

 The total amount raised is donated in full to either an individual Farmer, 
group of Farmers, or split between the landowner and a charity.

If this is of interest to any individual Farmer, or group of Farmers, please contact 
Paul Baker by email: oldmangw6vzw@gmail.com who will be pleased to hear from 
you. Paul is happy to answer any questions you may have, and/or put you in touch 
with the Gwent Detecting Club Chairman and Treasurer.
Gwent Detecting Club carry liability insurance, and all members belong to the National Council for 
Metal Detecting Club (www.ncmd.co.uk). Further details are available at: www.gwentdetecting.co.uk

Classified 
Section
Old Berks 
Countryside Day
Sunday 13th May 2018 
The Kennels,
Stanford Road,
Faringdon, SN7 8ES

Gates open 10.30am
& event finishes at 5pm

The day’s events include 
varied demonstrations 
and attractions (including 
Tractor Ted, Sheep Grand 
National & RAF Flypast).

This year funds are being 
raised for the Lambourn 
Riding for the Disabled 
Association.

Further details available 
on their website:
www.oldberkshunt.co.uk

Getting the best out of FMC SU Herbicide in a difficult season

April 2018
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Article by: FMC

The very cold conditions experienced in February 
and March this year could lead to some unique 
weed control challenges this spring. FMC 
herbicide product manager Alister Mc Robbie 
explains how to get the best out of their 
sulfonyl-urea (SU) herbicides and maximise 
weed control in a difficult season.

Where residual herbicides were applied in optimal 
conditions in the autumn, broad-leaved weed 
control has generally been excellent, with only the 
need for a late season clean-up of weeds such as 
creeping thistles and docks, in this situation 
Jubilee SX would be a good option. 

Where over-wintered weeds such as groundsel 
are an issue, high rates of Ally Max SX will be 
required because by the time they get sprayed, 
the plants will be waxy and will be more difficult 
to control with lower rates of herbicide.

FMC SU’s are also very good at controlling 
difficult umbelliferous weed species such as 
burr chervil, wild carrot and spreading hedge 
parsley, that are becoming an increasing problem. 
In this case, growers should treat when the weeds 
are small with a herbicide containing 
thifensulfuron, such as Harmony M SX. 
Tank-mixing with a phenoxy herbicide such as 
CMPP and Dicamba, will also increase the 
level of control. 

The cold conditions this spring will also 
encourage germination of polygonum weeds, 
a particular issue in spring barley crops. 
Again, Harmony M SX is the best option for 
controlling these weeds.

As always FMC’s philosophy, remains on 
ensuring high product quality and customer 
support. For any additional information on the 
use of FMC products, please call the dedicated 
technical helpline on 01423 205 011.
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